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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
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Materials: Foundation: Stone
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701 Fairhill Avenue, Middletown Township, Bucks County
Property Description/Integrity/Significance Statement and Photographs

Property Description:

The property at 701 Fairhill Avenue, Middletown Township, Bucks County (tax parcel 22-016-002) is
located in the north quadrant of Fairhill Avenue and Old Lincoln Highway. The property consists of a pre-
1890 dwelling, a 2003 garage, a modern shed, and a modern playhouse. The current tract of land contains
0.3 acres. Dates of the buildings are based on available maps, aerials, county tax parcel information, and
field observations. A modern wood gazebo and in-ground pool were added after 2019. The dating of the
dwelling is based upon its appearance on an 1890 topographic map. The dwelling was not shown on an
1876 and 1891 atlas maps.

The dwelling, built pre-1890, is a two-story, side-gable dwelling with an irregular footprint due to two
additions. The main block of the dwelling features a stone foundation and walls clad in stucco. The two-
and-a-half-story addition has a concrete foundation with its frame walls clad in stucco. The one-story
addition has a concrete foundation and walls covered in board and batten. The side gable roofs are covered
in asphalt shingles. The typical window of the dwelling is a six-over-six, wood, double-hung window with
screens unless otherwise noted. The building has two additions; a pre-1938 two-and-a-half-story addition
at the northwest elevation of the main block, and the original garage was converted to living space and
extended to connect to the northwest elevation of the two-and-a-half-story addition circa-2002. A new
stand-alone garage was constructed in 2003. A brick chimney is located between the main block and the
two-and-a-half-story addition.

The southeast (primary) elevation has a two-paneled, wood door with a nine-light, wood storm door flanked
on each side by a typical window with two-paneled wood shutters on the main block. The primary entrance
is accessed via stone masonry steps, and is sheltered by an asphalt-shingled front-gable roof supported by
wood brackets. Two typical windows with two-paneled wood shutters are located on the first story of the
two-and-a-half-story addition, and a stained-glass window is located on the first story of the one-story
addition. Two nine-light, wood casement windows with louvered wood shutters are on the second story of
the main block, while two typical windows with louvered wood shutters are located on the second story of
the two-and-a-half-story addition (Photograph 1).

The southwest (side) elevation of the one-story addition contains a nine-light over two-panel wood door
protected by a one-light over two-panel wood storm door. Typical windows with louvered wood shutters
flank either side of the entrance. The entrance on the one-story addition is accessed via concrete walkway,
and is sheltered by an asphalt shingled front-gable roof supported by wood brackets. A stained-glass
window is on the first story of the two-and-a-half-story addition. The gable end of the main block contains
two four-over-four, wood double-hung windows on the second story (Photograph 2).

The northwest (rear) elevation of the one-story addition contains a four-light over two-panel wood door.
Two typical windows are located on the first story of the main block of the dwelling, with two nine-light
wood casement windows above them on the second story (Photographs 3-4). A typical window is located
on the second story of the two-and-a-half-story addition.

The northeast (side) elevation consists of the two-and-a-half-story addition and the one-story addition
(Photograph 5). On the two-and-a-half-story addition, a pair of 10-light, wood French storm doors are
flanked on each side by a 12-light, vinyl fixed window. Two typical windows are on the second story of
the two-and-a-half-story addition, and two typical windows are on the one-story addition.

The 2003 garage is a one-story, two-bay garage with board and batten siding and a side gable roof clad in
asphalt shingles (Photographs 6-9). The typical windows of the garage are eight-light, wood casement
windows throughout unless otherwise noted. The southwest (primary) elevation contains two pairs of




modern metal and wood rolling garage doors. The northwest elevation contains two typical windows. The
northeast elevation does not have any fenestration, while the southeast elevation contains a 12-light-over-
four-panel, wood Dutch door and two typical windows.

The modern storage shed, built sometime after 2019, is a pre-fabricated shed with T1-11 wood panel siding
(Photographs 10-11). The southwest elevation contains a pair of wood doors, and the southeast elevation
contains two modern vinyl windows; the northeast and northwest elevations do not have any fenestration.
The gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles.

The modern playhouse, built sometime after 2010, is constructed of wood with a cross gable roof covered
in asphalt shingles (Photographs 12-13). The southwest elevation contains a wood Dutch door that is
flanked on either side by modern vinyl windows and the southeast elevation contains a wood swing door;
the northwest and northeast elevations do not have any fenestration.

Statement of Integrity:

The integrity of 701 Fairhill Avenue was evaluated according to the seven aspects of integrity outlined in
the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) Bulletin, How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation (National Park Service [NPS] 1997). The National Register recognizes a property’s
integrity through seven aspects or qualities: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. The property at 701 Fairhill Avenue does not retain integrity.

The property retains integrity of location. The dwelling on the property remains in the same location that it
was constructed.

The property does not retain integrity of setting. The former wooded areas and agricultural land surrounding
the intersection on the 1938 aerial photograph have largely been developed with modern residential
subdivisions. Between 1965-1967, Fairhill Avenue (across Old Lincoln Highway to the southeast) was
relocated.

The property does not retain integrity of design. The original design of the dwelling has been altered by the
pre-1938 two-and-a-half-story addition and the circa-2002 one-story addition which connected the
dwelling to the garage that was converted to residential space. Historic aerials reveal that the spatial
organization of the property has been altered through the addition of the modern garage, modern storage
shed, a modern playhouse, a modern in-ground pool, a modern gazebo, and several decorative plantings
and a garden.

The property does not retain integrity of materials. The dwelling has a mix of modern wood replacement
doors, windows, and shutters which replicate historic versions but are not the original doors, windows, and
shutters. In addition, the original garage (one-story addition) has been resided with modern board and batten
siding. Asphalt shingles have replaced the original roof cladding.

The property does not retain integrity of workmanship. The loss of integrity of design and materials have
compromised integrity of workmanship of the original dwelling. The alterations, which include replacement
windows, doors, shutters, and modern board and batten siding, have resulted in a property that can no longer
convey integrity of workmanship.

The property does not retain integrity of feeling as a late 19"/early 20" century dwelling due to the loss of
integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The property lacks the necessary physical features to
convey its 19™-century characteristics due to the modern additions and modern replacement materials.

The property retains integrity of association as a residential dwelling.



National Register Evaluation:

The property at 701 Fairhill Avenue was evaluated according to the National Register criteria outlined in
the National Register Bulletin, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation (NPS 1997).
The property at 701 Fairhill Avenue is recommended not eligible for the National Register due to a lack of
significance and lack of integrity.

The property is recommended not eligible for the National Register under Criterion A. Background research
did not reveal any associations with significant themes of history either at the local, state, or national level.

The property is recommended not eligible for the National Register under Criterion B, as it does not have
an association with significant persons at the local, state, or national level.

The property is recommended not eligible for the National Register under Criterion C. Alterations to the
property have resulted in the loss of integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and feeling. The dwelling
lacks integrity and does not embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction,
represent the work of a master, possess high artistic values, or “represent a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components may lack individual distinction” (NPS 1997).

Archaeological investigations have not been completed at 701 Fairhill Avenue; therefore, the property’s
eligibility under Criterion D cannot be assessed at this time.
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Figure 1
Property Location Map for 701 Fairhill Avenue
U.S. 1, Section RC3, Improvement Project

Middletown Township, Buck County, Pennsylvania
— = AR CRAE -
: = =
RoexgvitLE BP e = & o
Greek %, gr® E ' % Langhor =)
\nj'\u = g imint S = b =7 anghorgs "
s o[ - . [} (‘-; n Lanjhc.m& palr)
n-ﬂnl. L = ;. e Baraugh Hall—
o & g VE_—T
X 8 | MAPLER=—
- Ll L ,‘_':‘.B‘-&" .—,..I:.FE
4 i e £ RI%
— 3is
14 ey
=== R 3 e———ll __'____,_—'—'—"_'_'_ﬂ_ﬂ- - o
WM jE_-E.V_EF._-—— =T~ re 1 =0
8 50 g
4 = I =
E 3 = 8 )
™ Langhome gl
Terrace =
VALLEY STREAM o . I".:" 1;:1'
#, o &
& 3 & o B
15,
gR! E &
WIEW A &
et ey
i
i e
ol | ia
@ M Neshaminy
= g = Woods T 2
& z Propertyillocation
= ; i
3 o 3
& AL =
«j::.'. .:_:'.'f“t o
o = parkland Cerdfus i
\,5{\‘* w : pesignated Place
% & Neshaminy parkland
X :} Hills
J4E
2 S
iy e Parkland: i /
RIDGE RD Helghts L5 ==

Siles
Meshaminy Falls g
-t
I
u
5 .
|- FALLS AVE £ 5 _.‘\?:
e E 2
" o L]
& & G
< %E‘ psT DF o
akford i E
a
[ OSow g, i
GROVE & o - NE
g
2
- “ag
== aB
e S A
L —— =3 ""'f.qi_
5, N
e . = e
p = £ E ‘
T, o %
/ ) by g
MEREDITH Pl
- Sarayer Univ -
LS Lowes Bucks = o
e County Carmpus e
.‘.[,‘-,' G
ot =
- “’,4';',-; 5= )
2,000 ’ % - - & = Z {‘V‘}
5 Feet = e f_!.\“'.". g Map Source: © USG S‘T’he Nallonal Map; .‘Langhofhe P"ennsylvama Quadrangle (2023)
‘ 3 Site Coordinates: 40.157887, -74.944105

Parcel: 22-016-002




Figure 2
Site Plan and Photograph Locations for 701 Fairhill Avenue

U.S. 1, Section RC3, Improvement Project
Middletown Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania
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701 Fairhill Avenue
Middletown Township, Burks County, Pennsylvania
Page 1 of 7
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Photograph 1: The southeast (prlmary) elevatlon of the pre 1890 dwelllng (left) and pre-1938 addition

(right), camera facing northwest (August 2024).

Photograph 2: The southwest (side) elevation of the dwelling, camerafacing northeast. Note the one-story
addition and converted garage (left), the pre-1938 two-and-a-half-story addition (back middle), and the pre-
1890 two-story main block of the dwelling (front right) shown here (August 2024).



701 Fairhill Avenue
Middletown Township, Burks County, Pennsylvania
Page 2 of 7
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Photograph 3: The northwest (rear) elevation of the dwelling, camera facing east. Note the one-story
addition and converted garage (front left) and the pre-1938 two-and-a-half-story addition (back right)
shown here (August 2023).
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Photograph 4: The northwest (rear) of the dwelling showing the one-story addition and converted garage

(front left), the pre-1938 two-and-a-half-story addition (back center), and the pre-1890 two-story main
block of the dwelling (right) (August 2024).
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701 Fairhill Avenue
Middletown Township, Burks County, Pennsylvania
Page 3 of 7

Photograph 5: The northeast (side) of the dwelling showing the pre-1938 two-and-a-half-story addition
(left) and the one-story addition and converted garage (right), camera facing southwest (August 2024).
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Photograph 6: The southwest (primary) elevation of the 2003”ga‘1rﬂaig
2024).



701 Fairhill Avenue
Middletown Township, Burks County, Pennsylvania
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Photographé: The otheast (rear) elevation of the 2003 garage, caera facing est (August 024).



701 Fairhill Avenue
Middletown Township, Burks County, Pennsylvania
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Photograph 10: The n
east (August 2024).




701 Fairhill Avenue
Middletown Township, Burks County, Pennsylvania
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Photograph 11: The southeast (side) and northeast (rear) elevations of the modern shed, camera facing west
(August 2024).
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Photograph 12: The southwest (front) elevation of the modern playhoue, camera facing northeast (August

2024).



701 Fairhill Avenue
Middletown Township, Burks County, Pennsylvania
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Photograph 13: The southwest (front)and southeast (side) elevations of the modern playhouse, camera
facing northwest (August 2024).





